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Over the past semesters, we have welcomed an increasing
number of high school students into our courses! You might
have noticed this yourself — suddenly, the dynamics of your
courses shif and you fnd yourself questioning your teaching
strategies. Supporting high school and dual-enrollment
students might require some fexibility on our end, but
helping these go-getters achieve a passing grade while still
working on their high school diploma is easily achieved by
following a hidden curriculum in the form of small additions
to your syllabus and basic class setup.
We should keep in mind that high schoolers are not used to
the college environment and its required independence. In
school, these students are used to regular personal contact
with their teachers as well as immediate feedback and help
around every corner. When you feel they are disengaged or
even lazy, ofentimes they are simply overwhelmed and don’t
know where to turn for assistance.
Ofen we see this right at the start of a semester. As
instructors, we expect students to log into our LMS, click
through the course and fnd all the information we provide:
our contact details, deadlines and late policies. Although
this might be the case for some, remember that your high
schoolers ofen don’t yet know what to look for when starting
a class. To guide them in the right direction, consider adding
explanations of rules, policies and deadlines to your course!
Depending on your course, you could do this as an FAQ, an
instructional video or screencast showing the important parts
of your course, or in a frst-contact email.
Let us also not underestimate the power of the syllabus.
When you send the syllabus to students at the beginning of
the semester, you provide them with a handbook to your
course. It might not be known to your high schoolers that
this document in fact contains all the information they could
possibly need, so direct them this way as early as possible.
While preparing it, you could also add your FAQ and
provide links to important resources such as an LMS help
page, a link to eCampus, OIT, Center for Student Rights and
Responsibilities, or links to the campus help centers such as a
math lab, writing center or speaking center.

have an email account through their high school, so it
might be worth letting them know that they also have an
email account through UAF to which ofcial emails are
sent. Besides introducing the basics of UAF email, you can
also take away some of the communication obstacles by
introducing yourself early in the semester to create a sense of
personal connection. When sending instructions, make sure
to use simple terminology — not every student is familiar
with the specialized terms we might take for granted.
It is exciting that UAF gives high school students the
opportunity to earn college credit and feel out diferent
degree paths before even receiving their frst diploma.
With only a few minor adjustments to simplify the hidden
curriculum, you can help them successfully work through
your course and gain the confdence of the college student
they are.

Finally, regular communication appears to be a little harder
with high school students. Ofen dual-enrollment students
More Teaching Tips at: https://iteachu.uaf.edu/teaching-tips
Contact us: https://iteachu.uaf.edu/contact-us
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